NAME ___________________________________________

INSTRUCTOR _______________________ Class Period ___

JACKIE ROBINSON – BIOGRAPHY

     1.  Many people feel that Jackie Robinson “broke the color barrier.”

· In your first paragraph you need to tell me about Jackie Robinson.  Who is he?  What did he do?  Why do we still talk about him today?  In telling me about Jackie Robinson I want you to tell what is meant by “broke the color barrier.”  Why is this phrase used in reference to Jackie Robinson?  You will need to give me at least 5 sentences in which you apply this phrase to Jackie Robinson.

· Do you believe that today America still has a color barrier?  In your second paragraph tell me that “Yes, America does have a color barrier” and then give me specific examples of where this occurs.  If you believe that America today does not have a color barrier, then say “No” and give me specific examples of why it doesn’t.  You will need at the minimum 5 sentences in explaining where this does or does not occur today.
2. Jackie Robinson joins the Brooklyn Dodgers.
· Jackie Robinson was more than just a baseball player.  Why?  In your first paragraph you need to tell me about Jackie Robinson’s off the field qualities.  What were they?  What did he do when he wasn’t playing baseball?  Why would Branch Rickey want to sign Robinson to the Brooklyn Dodgers?  For this first paragraph you will need to give me at least 5 sentences to show Robinson’s off the field qualities would help land him as a baseball player in major team.

· For your second paragraph I want you to tell me about off the field qualities of today’s major sports stars.  Tell me about two specific examples of famous players today and some of their off the field qualities that have made the news.  You will need about five sentences for each example.

3. Today’s superstars

· Who are a couple of superstars today?  Why are they considered superstars?  Do these superstars owe Jackie Robinson, a superstar of the 40’s, a debt of gratitude?  In at least seven sentences, tell me why these stars of today should thank Jackie Robinson for what he has done for them.

4. What is the significance of the 2007 major league baseball season and Jackie Robinson’s legacy?

