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JACKIE ROBINSON – BIOGRAPHY

Successful completion of this project will result in five COPE credits.  You will need to report to the LRC and ask to sign-out the video, “Jackie Robinson – Biography”.  You may watch it on the monitor in the LRC.  The VHS is approximately 50 minutes in length.  All work must be completed utilizing a word processor.

VOCABULARY

Define the following vocabulary words that are included in the video.

· integration 

· resilient

· ancestry

· discrimination

· pervasive

· bigot

· skeptical

· virulent

· elated

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW 

     1.  Many people feel that Jackie Robinson “broke the color barrier.”

· In your first paragraph you need to tell me about Jackie Robinson.  Who is he?  What did he do?  Why do we still talk about him today?  In telling me about Jackie Robinson I want you to tell what is meant by “broke the color barrier.”  Why is this phrase used in reference to Jackie Robinson?  You will need to give me at least 5 sentences in which you apply this phrase to Jackie Robinson.

· Do you believe that today America still has a color barrier?  In your second paragraph tell me that “Yes, America does have a color barrier” and then give me specific examples of where this occurs.  If you believe that America today does not have a color barrier, then say “No” and give me specific examples of why it doesn’t.  You will need at the minimum 5 sentences in explaining where this does or does not occur today.

2.  Jackie Robinson joins the Brooklyn Dodgers.
· Jackie Robinson was more than just a baseball player.  Why?  In your first paragraph you need to tell me about Jackie Robinson’s off the field qualities.  What were they?  What did he do when he wasn’t playing baseball?  Why would Branch Rickey want to sign Robinson to the Brooklyn Dodgers?  For this first paragraph you will need to give me at least 10-15 sentences to show Robinson’s off the field qualities would help land him as a baseball player in major team.

· For your second paragraph I want you to tell me about off the field qualities of today’s major sports stars.  Tell me about two specific examples of famous players today and some of their off the field qualities that have made the news.  You will need about five sentences for each example.

3.  Jackie Robinson and civil right and racial intolerance.

· What does the term civil rights mean?  What is meant by the phrase “racial intolerance”?  What impact has Jackie Robinson had on civil rights and racial intolerance?  In a paragraph of about seven sentences tell me about Jackie Robinson and his dealings or involvement with civil rights and racial intolerance.

· In your second paragraph you are to tell me about Dr. Martin Luther King.  Who is he?  What did he do?  Why do we still talk about him today?  How is he similar to Jackie Robinson?  In this paragraph compare Dr. Martin Luther King’s relationship with Jackie Robinson’s actions.  You will need to give me at least seven sentences in which you show me how King, who lived 20 years later, has similar qualities to a baseball player.

4. Andrew Young and a gentleman athlete

· In your first paragraph give me at least seven sentences that tell me about Andrew Young.  Who is he?  What did he do?  Why do we still know him today?

· Andrew Young called Jackie Robinson a gentleman athlete.  In at least five sentences tell me what the term “gentleman athlete” means?  Why would Young call Robinson this?

· In a third paragraph of at least five sentences tell me about a person today that you consider a “gentleman athlete”.  Why do you consider this person a “gentleman athlete”?

5. Today’s superstars

· Who are a couple of superstars today?  Why are they considered superstars?  Do these superstars owe Jackie Robinson, a superstar of the 40’s, a debt of gratitude?  In at least seven sentences, tell me why these stars of today should thank Jackie Robinson for what he has done for them.

· In your second paragraph tell me why you think all of society does or does not owe a debt of gratitude to Jackie Robinson?  In writing on this subject you need to consider other areas of society besides sports.  Why should all people be thankful for what Robinson has done?  Try to give me specific examples of why you feel this way.  You will need at least seven sentences for this paragraph.

6. Robinson – a hero

· What’s a true American hero?  If someone asked you to tell him/her what is meant a hero, what would you say?   What qualities or actions does a hero possess?  Can a hero be someone who isn’t famous?  Why?  What does a person have to do to be considered a hero?  In your first paragraph of at least seven sentences, consider the above questions and then form a definition of a hero.

· In your second paragraph take statements from the first paragraph and apply them to Jackie Robinson.  Bow do you consider him a true American hero?  Why or why not?  You will need at least seven sentences to answer this question.

7. Jackie Robinson and others’ lives
· What impact has Jackie Robinson’s life had on other lives?  From what you have now read and know, give me at least seven sentences in which you cite specific examples of how Robinson’s life has impacted other people’s lives.

· In your second paragraph tell me how Jackie Robinson has had an impact on your life.  You have seen a lot about him and you know what he has done for America and for other people, now tell me what he has done for you.  You will need at least ten sentences in which you tell me how your new knowledge of this man had taught you something.

8. Jackie Robinson’s purchase 

· Jackie and his wife Rachel Robinson decided to buy a home, but after making this decision, they encountered racial prejudice.  They were told they couldn’t buy a home in certain neighborhoods.  In your first paragraph give me at least seven sentences in which you tell me how Jackie Robinson, and other civil rights leaders, worked to change things.  What did a baseball star and other leaders do to change the way we are now able to live our lives?

· Is there racial prejudice today?  Do you see evidence today that shows that a minority family can purchase a home anywhere?  Where or where not?  Are minorities today treated the same as you? Or as a member of a minority population have you experienced racial prejudice?  Where or where not?  In at least seven sentences, cite specific examples of where you do or do not see racial prejudice today.

