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IDOLS OF THE GAME

Inventing the All-American

Episode One

Successful completion of this project will result in three COPE credits.  You have an opportunity to earn more credits by completing one of the projects at the end of the pamphlet.  You will need to report to the LRC and ask to sign-out the appropriate VHS.  You may watch it on the monitor in the LRC.  The VHS is 95 minutes in length.  To complete the extra project you will need access to the Internet.
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JIM THORPE

1. Jim Thorpe set a record for the decathalon at the 1912 Stockholm Olympics.  What was the record that he set? _____________________________________

2. Mr. Thorpe played football for what team? _________________________________________

3. Mr. Thorpe played baseball for what team? _________________________________________

4. Where did Mr. Thorpe attend school?  How did he get placed there and why was he placed? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Mr. Thorpe won two gold medals at the Stockholm Olympics.  What two events were these? ______________________________________________________

6. He also won an award from the King of Sweden.  What was the name of that award? _____________________________________________

7. Mr. Thorpe’s Olympic Medals were taken away from him.  Why? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What significant event occurred in 1984 that impacted Mr. Thorpe’s Olympic status? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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GEORGE HERMAN “BABE” RUTH

Babe Ruth made the homerun an integral part of the game of baseball.

1. Where was Mr. Ruth raised? ___________________________________________

2. What was the first major league baseball team in which Mr. Ruth was a part of the roster? ___________________________________________

3. In 1920 he was traded to another major league team.  Which team was he traded to that year? _______________________________

4. Mr. Ruth liked being the center of attention and was often referred to as the “Hero of ________________________”.

5. During Mr. Ruth’s first at bat at Yankee Stadium what did he do? ____________________________________________________

6. Babe Ruth held the major league record of 714 career home runs until 1974.  Who broke that record? ____________________________

Joe Louis was an idol to all Americans at a time when they were looking for heroes.

1. Mr. Louis help the Heavyweight Championship for the longest period in history.  How many years did he hold the title? _________________

2. What was Mr. Louis’ record?  _____ wins _____losses _____Kos

3. Mr. Louis served as a member of the US Army during WWII.  How was he treated? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Prior to his death in 1981, where did Mr. Louis work? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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JESSE OWENS

1. Jesse Owens gained fame in which Olympic games? ____________________________________________________

2. Black athletes dominated the track events at these games.  What is the irony about their success at this particular Olympic competition? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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JACKIE ROBINSON

1. Jackie Robinson played in the Negro Baseball League for one season with which team? _______________________________________

2. In 1947 Jackie Robinson was the first African-American to play in the Major Leagues.  What team did he play for? ____________________________________________________

3. Under what restriction did Mr. Branch Rickey place him under for the first two years of his contract? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In 1947 Mr. Robinson earned which prestigious award in baseball? ____________________________________________________

5. In 1949 Mr. Robinson earned a different yet very prestigious award in baseball.  Which award did he receive? _______________________
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ARNOLD PALMER

Arnold Palmer was a man that was a working class hero in a sport that was once considered elitist.

1. What golf tournament did Mr. Palmer win in 1954 that launched his career? ______________________________________________

2. What two major golf tournaments did Mr. Palmer win in 1960? ____________________________________________________

3. How did television affect Mr. Palmer’s popularity?  What is Arnie’s Army? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How many PGA tournaments did Mr. Palmer win? ________________

5. Jim Thorpe and Tiger Woods have helped to break a racial barrier in golf, a game that was considered to be a game of the WASP.  How have they impacted the game? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MUHAMMED ALI

Muhammed Ali was a smart, intelligent fighter that helped to shape the turbulent 1960s.

1. Muhammed Ali developed a quote that he used continuously to describe his style of fighting.  What is that quote? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Muhammed Ali started his career as Cassius Clay, Jr.  Why did he change his name? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. He took a political stand that cost him financially and professionally.  What did he choose to do? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In 1968 Tommy Smith and John Carlos took a political stand at the 1968 Olympics.  What did they do? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. When Ali returned to fighting in 1971 who was his opponent in “The Fight”? ______________________________________________

6. In the 1974 contest. “The Rumble in the Jungle” against George Foreman, Ali implemented a strategy that he termed “Rope-A-Dope”.  What does “Rope-A-Dope” mean? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

