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   Class Period/Track  ____________
AMERICA’S GREATEST OLYMPIANS

Successful completion of this project will result in three (3) COPE credits.  You will need to report to the LRC and ask to sign-out the appropriate VHS.  You may watch it on the monitor in the LRC.  The VHS is 94 minutes in length.

The 1968 Mexico City Games had the largest contingent of athletes since the Modern Olympic Games began 72 years earlier.  How many countries were represented? ________ How many athletes participated? ________

This Olympic Games was renowned for the outstanding track and field competitors.  Please review the following athletes:
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DICK FOSBURY, a junior at Oregon State University, introduced a new high jumping technique at the 1968 Olympic Games.  What was the new jump called? _____________________________

Mr. Fosbury set a new Olympic record, a world record and won the gold medal by clearing what height in the high jump event? _____________________
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In the 1964 Tokyo Olympics and the 1968 Mexico City Olympics, WYOMIA TYUS was able to accomplish something that no other male or female runner had accomplished.  What was that feat? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Her coach, Ed Temple, of Tennessee State University also coached another famous Olympian.  Who was that sprinter?  _____________

____________________________________________________________________

What was her notoriety in the Olympics? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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At the Mexico City Olympics in 1968 AL OERTER set an Olympic record in the discus.  What was that record? _____________________

He was also the first track and field Olympian to achieve a certain accomplishment.  What did he do? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


While the US Men were sweeping the 400 meter run in Mexico City, BOB BEAMON set a new World Record in the Long Jump.  The distance was 3-feet longer than the Olympic record.  What distance did he jump? ____________________________
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BETTY ROBINSON was the first woman to accomplish what goal at the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics? __________________________________________________________

A significant event in 1931 impacted Ms. Robinson.  What was the event? __________________________________________________________

In 1936 the Berlin Olympics how did Ms. Robinson perform? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the 1984 Olympics a 16-year-old gymnast named MARY LOU RETTON performed to the delight of the crowd and earned a spot on a Wheaties cereal box.  What title did she earn at the Olympics? ____________________________________________________________________

What significance did her performance bring to the United States Women’s Gymnastic Team? ____________________________________________________________________
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MARK SPITZ is a part of a swimming dynasty for the United States in Olympic competition.  Name four other Olympic swimmers that are profiled in this video. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mark Spitz earned seven gold medals in one Olympic games in four individual events and three relay events.  What other fact about these seven races is astonishing? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





PAT MCCORMICK  was the first female diver to accomplish a double-double in diving at the 1952 & 1956 Olympics.  What does this mean ? _________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

In the 1988 Seoul Olympics GREG LOUGANIS attempted to duplicate Ms. McCormick’s accomplishment.  An incident occurred that caught everyone’s attention.  What happened?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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In the 1928 Olympics the longest run for women’s competition was the 800 run.  A woman collapsed at the finish and distance runs were banned.  At the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics JOAN BENOIT SAMUELSON was the first woman to accomplish a challenge.  What did she do?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

